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TRADE PRESS RELEASE

 Paris, September 8th, 2003.

CHANNEL 4 SIGNS WITH WORLD’S LARGEST iTV GAMES COMPANY - VISIWARE

CHANNEL 4 TELEVISION and VISIWARE have announced that, in an agreement   signed  today,  VISIWARE will provide a number of PLAYIN’TV interactive games to the Channel’s 4 Active interactive service. 

Multiple PLAYIN’TV games will be broadcast via 4 ACTIVE, available to 7 million Sky Digital households in the UK on a pay-to-play basis. The agreement was negotiated on behalf of VISIWARE by Partners in Television Ltd.

The first game, “Nutcracker”, an arcade style game in which players have to help their gaming character, a squirrel, gather as many nuts as possible while avoiding the chasing cat, will go live in September 2003., There are 100 levels, but as players progress through the levels, collecting more and more points, the levels become increasingly more difficult.  

 “Nutcracker is a welcome addition to Channel 4's range of interactive games.  By partnering with Visiware, we have an opportunity to work with their extensive portfolio of games engines to create a unique experience for our viewers” said Peter Good, Head of Interactive Television at CHANNEL 4
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"We are delighted to be working with Channel 4 Television by providing quality games for the 4 ACTIVE service in digital satellite households. Nutcracker is the first of many games from Visiware’s extensive catalogue which have been chosen to appeal to Channel 4’s audience. VISIWARE are now partners of the very top operators across Europe, Asia, USA, Canada, Australia, New Zealand and having this size of the distribution network can ensure its provides the best gaming experience for the players, and the most sophisticated backoffice and publishing tools for our partners;" said Laurant Weill, Chairman, VISIWARE. 

VISIWARE is the world’s leading interactive TV game company with PLAYIN’TV now available in over 27 million households in 16 countries and 27 networks.  PLAYIN’TV covers all popular genres : traditional favourites, card and board games (solitaire, blackjack, backgammon, chess...) action and adventure, sports games (tennis, golf, football …), strategy, puzzle and games educational games. The games are targeted towards casual gamers as well as core video game fans. All ages are playing: teens, parents, seniors, and men and women alike.
ENDS

For further information, please contact: 

Visiware Contact

Michelle Boronad-Jaye, Tel : +33 (0)1 46 29 39 05 mjaye@visiware.com
Channel  4 Contact

Lysette Cohen, Tel: +44 (0)207 306 8686
 lcohen@channel4.co.uk
Partners in Television Contact

Bill Gash, Tel +44 07956 556035
 bill.gash@partnersin.tv
Notes to Editors

About VISIWARE


VISIWARE is one of the main players in the growing interactive television market, with applications broadcast in 16 countries on 27 television networks. In addition to being a traditional iTV applications agency, VISIWARE is also the producer of PLAYIN’TV.  PLAYIN’TV is the world’s leading games channel, in terms of the quantity and quality of the games it offers and the size of its distribution network. Major broadcasters worldwide have chosen VISIWARE, including: ECHOSTAR, TPS, BELL EXPRESS VU, VIA DIGITAL, SKY NZ, AUSTAR, ZONAVI, CANAL SATELLITE, SONY GOPLAY, FRANCE TELECOM, NTL, VIASAT, MIH, DIRECT TV LATIN AMERICA, CHANNEL 4 TELEVISION …
News by e-mail : please send your e-mail address to: corp@visiware.com

About CHANNEL 4
Channel 4 is a multi-channel, multi-platform media business with free-to-air and pay TV channels, online and mobile services, a film production and distribution company, a print publisher and an international distribution subsidiary. 4 Ventures is the new holding company for all channel 4’s businesses other than the main channel, 4 Learning and 124 Facilities. It became fully operational in 2001. Its businesses are: FilmFour Channels, E4, 4Learning, 4interactive, 4creative, Consumer Products,  Channel 4 International, 124 Facilities and attheraces. Together they strengthen and extend the core channel and raise its brand profile in multi-channel and digital homes — reinforcing its reputation as a media business ahead of the field in developing new ideas and new services. 
 
About PARTNERS IN TELEVISION
PARTNERS IN TELEVISION www.partnersin.tv is a UK-based interactive TV consultancy focused on providing workable business solutions and partnerships for its clients. These include broadcasters, advertising agencies, technology and content businesses. 

